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The Journal of Social Issues (JSI) and special issue editors seek proposals for a special issue on
“Applications of Intersectionality to Critical Social Issues.” This collection will focus on
intersectional theory as critical inquiry and critical praxis as outlined by Patricia Hill Collins
and Sirma Bilge (2016). The contributing articles will apply intersectional theory to critical social
issues, making complex connections to structural and institutional forces, the co-construction of
various forms of oppression, lived experiences related to intersectional identities, social policies,
and more.
Defining Intersectionality (from Case, 2017):
Kimberlé Crenshaw (1989) argued that individuals occupy unique and specific social locations built
upon a set of simultaneous and co-constructed identities (e.g., race, sexuality, nation, class, ability,
and gender) that result in complex interactions in opposition to categorical generalizations. For
example, limiting single-axis categorizations problematically treat race and gender as mutually
exclusive, thereby erasing women of color. These additive and single-axis schemas reduce
powerful structural forces to simplistic and inaccurate individual-level explanations for inequality.
Collins’ (1990) matrix of domination offered a useful conceptual structure for unravelling situated
social locations that include both disadvantaged and privileged identities.
Seeking Submissions:
Within this issue, the editors welcome a variety of interdisciplinary scholarly submissions and
methodological approaches such as qualitative and quantitative studies, theoretical development
pieces, etc. We invite empirical and conceptual pieces advancing understanding of intersectional
theory and intersectional lived experiences, particularly with a focus on implications for and
applications to social issues. We seek manuscripts that are rigorous and high quality while
simultaneously presenting radical perspectives aiming to disrupt the status quo within our field
and/or in society more broadly. This can include non-traditional methods such as counterstorytelling, personal narrative, community participatory action research, or case studies.
All articles are expected to integrate the revolutionary core of intersectionality and directly address
applications to public policy, societal/institutional structures, and various social and cultural
contexts (e.g., international contexts) within the implications section or throughout the article. We
encourage diversity of study populations within articles as well as author/contributor diversity
including socio-demographics, global location, career stage, and discipline.
We aim to include papers that address how intersectional theory offers applications to a range of
critical social issues through many topics and lenses including but not limited to:
 structural/systemic barriers and inequities;
 making the invisible intersections visible;
 activism and social movements;
 privilege and ally behavior;
 stereotypes and implicit bias;






subjugated knowledge;
centering the voices of the marginalized (e.g., counter storytelling);
challenging categorical understanding of identity;
social justice action.

If you are interested in submitting a proposal, please note the following:


SUBMIT ABSTRACT- An abstract of 2-4 pages must be submitted to the editors by email
by January 15, 2019. Abstracts/proposals should feature the working title of the proposed
article, the author(s) responsible for it, together with the contact information of the author(s).
Please describe what you intend to cover in your article so we can anticipate the contents
and focus, as well as plan the special issue in terms of topics covered. Issue editors and
JSI editorial board will provide feedback on accepted abstracts to support development of
the manuscript.



The detailed abstracts should describe the theoretical underpinnings of the work, the
methodological approach taken, and implications for social policy. For empirical articles, the
abstract should include descriptions of the sample, methods, and primary findings. For
review articles, the abstract should include descriptions of the means by which the work
reviewed was chosen (e.g., selective, supportive, exhaustive) and primary
conclusions. Note that submissions must reflect on completed or nearly completed work.
Proposals based on empirical research in progress (or based on future studies) would not
be appropriate.



Send abstracts to all 3 special issue editors (please copy all of us):
caseki@uhcl.edu; noverstreet@clarku.edu; lrosenthal@pace.edu



Manuscripts should be original works not previously published.



APA style- References, citations, and general style of abstracts should be prepared in
accordance with the APA Publication Manual, 6th ed. Cite in the text by author and date
(Smith, 1983) and include an alphabetical list at the end. Number manuscript pages
consecutively throughout the paper. Authors should also supply a shortened version of the
title suitable for the running head, not exceeding 50 character spaces.



Although the timeline may change, we anticipate making selection decisions and sending
abstract feedback within 2 months. Full-length manuscripts will be due on or after July 1,
2019. Manuscripts may be submitted early. Manuscripts submitted after this date may not
be eligible for inclusion in the issue.

We do hope you will consider this invitation, and we look forward to hearing from you.
Sincerely your special issue editor team,
Kim A. Case, Ph.D.
University of Houston-Clear Lake
Nicole Overstreet, Ph.D.
Clark University
Lisa Rosenthal, Ph.D.
Pace University

